
bringing hope to people affected by HIV/AIDS 

Welcome to your latest e-newsletter from iThemba – June 2007  
 
 
A gift of  £500 or $910 can fund a year's nursing supplies for a 
home-based care team in South Africa.   

Welcome to new partners  
We are delighted to introduce another two new partners: Ethembeni Community Project in South 
Africa and Success Self Help Group in Kenya.   
 
Ethembeni Community Project, based in a small town outside Port Elizabeth, provides an invaluable 
support base for local children and young people. 200 orphans and vulnerable children attend a daily 
pre-school at the centre and another 50 benefit from an after-school club. A bereavement group for 
older children meets twice a week, helping orphans and vulnerable children cope with their situations. 
Home-based care remains a significant part of the work and Ethembeni volunteers visit around 60 
people each week in their homes. On Friday nights, they visit local taverns to stimulate debate about 
HIV/AIDS and encourage behaviour change. Go to www.ithemba.org.uk/projects/ethembeni for more. 
 
Success Self Help Group, based in Kibera slum in Nairobi, welcomes members who are affected by 
HIV/AIDS, including those living with the virus, orphaned children and those caring for others. 
Members contribute their time, their skills and financial resources to support each other. Today the 
group has a membership of almost 600 children and adults. SSHG runs its own school, provides food 
to the most needy in the community, visits the sick in their homes and facilitates micro-finance and 
small business development for some of its members. It has an active programme of educating its 
membership about HIV and associated issues. Go to www.ithemba.org.uk/projects/successselfhelp for 
more. 
 
Community-based care of orphans and vulnerable chil dren 
In our latest edition of Hope in Action, our newsletter for iThemba partners, we present the case for 
community-based care of orphans and vulnerable children. There is an ongoing debate about the best 
way to look after children without stigmatising those orphaned as a result of HIV/AIDS. There is also a 
desire to acknowledge that factors other than HIV can make children vulnerable. In order to 
understand this issue further, iThemba interviewed Valerie Dietrich of the Barnabas Trust. She has 
been involved in training three iThemba partners in community-based responses to orphans and 
vulnerable children. Visit www.ithemba.org.uk/pages/reports for the full interview. You can also 
download the full edition of Hope in Action in pdf format at www.ithemba.org.uk/hopeinaction   

Take action: tell others about iThemba’s work   
iThemba has produced a PowerPoint presentation to help supporters tell others about our work to 
bring hope to people affected by HIV/AIDS. The presentation is available to download on the website 
and outlines our vision, values and areas of work. We would love you to tell colleagues, family and 
friends about iThemba to encourage them to consider supporting both in prayer and financially. We 
are constantly meeting potential new partners who desperately need our support, but without raising 
additional funds, we cannot develop new partnerships. Download the presentation at 
www.ithemba.org.uk/pages/ithembappt  
 
We’d also like to say a big thank you to Heacham PCC, Get in Action Ltd, Richard Davison, Vision 
Asset Finance and GF Ling for their recent financial support. 
 
Thank you for all that you do to help make our work possible.  
 
Dr Monique Andersson, Founder 
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